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IN THE DNTTED STATHS PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFECE 

Patrick Miles et al. 
Title: Surgical Access System and Related Methods 

Docket No.: 80100.029US1 Serial No.: 10/682,568 

Filed: October 8, 2003 Due Date: N/A 

Bxaminer: Unknown Gioq) Art Unit: 3731 

Mail Stop Amendmeiit 

Commi ssioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

We are transmitting herewith the following attached items (as indicated with an 'OC): 
X A return postcard. 

X An Information Disclosure Statement (2 pgs.). Form 1449 (5 pgs.)> and copies of 24 cited documents. 
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CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR L8: The undereigned hereby certifies diat this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States PostbI Service with sufficient postage as Orst class mail, in an envelope addressed to; Mail Stop Amendment; Comnnssicoer for 
Patents, F.O, Box 1450, Alexaxsdiia, VA 22313-1450, on this gH dav of July, 2004. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Patrick Miles ct al. Examiner: Unknown 

Serial No.: 10/682,S68 Group Art Unit 3731 

Filed: October 08. 2003 Docket: 80100.029US1 

Title: Surgical Access System and Related Methods 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Al<53amdria, VA 22313-1450 

In compliance with the duty imposed by 37 C.F.R, § 1 .56, and in accordance with 37 
C.F.iL §§ 1 .97 eu seq,, the enclosed materials are brought to the attention of the Kcaminer for 
consideration in connection witti the above-identified patent applicatioiL AppUcants respectfully 
request that this Infonnation Disclosure Statemwt be entered and the documents listed on the 
attached Fomti 1449 be considered by the Examiner andmade of record. Pursuant to the 
provisions of MPBP 609, Applicants request that a copy of flie 1449 fi)nn, initialed as being 
considered by the Exancdner, be returned to the Applicants widi the next official communicatioa 

Pursuant to 37 CJP.R. §l,97(b), it is believed that no fee or statement is required with the 
Information Disclosure StatemmL However, if an Office Action on the merits has been mailed, 
the Corrunissioner is hereby authorized to charge the required fees to Deposit Account No. 50- 
2040 in order to have this Information Disclosure Statement considered. 

Applicant acknowledges the requirement to submit copies of foreign patent documents 
and non-pat^ literature in accordance with 37 C L98(aX2) and has included for the 
examiner's consideration copies of International Search Reports for the following PCX 
applications: PCT/USOa/32329, PCT/USO 1/18606, PCT/USOl/18579, PCTAJS02/22247, 
PCT/US03/02056, PCT/US/02/35047, and PCT/US02/30617 which are also hst on the 1449 
form enclosed herewith. 
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Filiiig Date: OtCoberOS, 2003 

TiOe: Surgkal Access SystEin and RetatBdMsthodt 



i^plicant believes that the U.S. Patent & Trademaik Oi&ce has vraived the requirenmt 
under 37 C.RFL 1.98 (a)(2)(i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent and each U,S. 
patent application publication. The waiv^ is provided in a pre-OG notice from the U.S. Patent & 
Trademaik Office entitled *1iifonnation Disclosure Statements May Be Filed Without Copies of 
U.S. Pat^ts and Published Applications in Patent Applications filed aft^ June 30, 2003" and 
dated July 1 1, 2003, Applicant acknowledges the lequirement to submit copies of foreign patent 
documents and non-patent literature in accordance with 37 C.F.R. L98(aX2). 

The Examiner is invited to contact the Applicants* Representative at the below-listed 
telephone number if there are any questions regarding this conunimication. 



CHRTIPICATK UNDER 37 CFR 1.8; The undmigned ber«tsy oertiites OuU this oooespo^ 
Senrioe with su£Bckm postage as first class mail, in an aivtlope 
Atcxandha, VA 223)3-H50, on ttiia davof hdv. 2004. 
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